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A Legacy of terithouſand Books, bequeathed by * a perſon of quahty : vg! Fþ 

_ - To bediftributed to; ten thouſand ſeveral Families, in England, m—_ 

Virginia, and Barbdoes ; except ſuch as ſhall be given into Ships, that paſſe 

| Graveſ-cnd. A Preſident, for pofterity. Other of the ſaid Books are alſo to 
! be ſold by James Crump, in lirtle Bartholomews: well-yard , by Heni 
| Crips in Popes-head Alley,and Thomas Parkhurſt Bookſeller over again 

| - the great Conduit at the lower end of Cheapſide, | 


| ERR THE. 
| Heart$Index,m7 Self-Knowledge : 


Ba kx Ig / TOGETHER CE 
 Withthevalt Difference between Nature and Grace, 3 
| - As a}ſo the happy Change of a Criminal Offender, 

EF, - fg SHEWING, ae iis 

What a wonderfull Chapge, and ſtrange Alceration the 

Word and Spirit do work upon the heart,whena (inner 
is Converted : And yet what weak means ſhall ſerve the turn, 
where God intends ſucceſſe.. Inſomuch,that a very word 
ſpoken, ( God bleliing ir ) may (like a Rudder) 

| _ Afleera bad man, quite into another courſe, |, 
* Inwhich (a ina Looking-Glaſs ) thc civilleſt of men may ſee what nevd 
they have of a Redeemer ; and that it mrſt deeply conceFns them with gall 
Pee, to ſue out their pardon in Chriſt, and to relie wholly and anely upors 
'ree-grace, for pardon and Salvation ; except they prefer an everlaſting 
furnace of fire and brimſtene-in Hell, before an eternal weight of ſupera- 
bundant glory in Heaven, 4s all ( moſt ſottiſhly do, that by finne and 


* _ 
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Saran are bewitched, | 
| i 8 Drawn upand publiſhed for the good of all, ' ..., 
' By R. Younge of Roxwell in Eſſex, Florilegns. 
Te EY Yoo YC 
. Addthisasa Third Part to theTrial of trae Wi ſmomand thelg - L 
Three Fundamental Principles of Chriſtian ReJigion, Intituled, he - 
A ſhert and ſure Way to Grace and Salvation, 43: 
ODS” ;: SECTOR AVIT- fact re ee F: 
—_ ex Robable ir is, that that medicine which: hath cured one deſpe- | 
©) © - rate Patient, if ir be communicated, may work the ſame &f*, ' 
'. &#1 L> fectupon others; the concealment whereof, would argue 1n | 
| 's WI a Phyſician, cither too much lucre, or'too little owe. : Rowe-- | 


| #&=* yer, the conſcience of good: intentions in- themſelves ( ler. 
| Their ſucceſſe be what it will) is both a diſcharge and comfore'to a iree 
; and willing tnind, ? | So A LSILET 6 "bee. OY -- o EIES Wy Tt 
i A fine wit, and d Chriſtianwill 3 is like the little Bee, that will ror of 
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the meaneft fower, untill ſhe hath made ſomewhat of ir : Whereas an #n- 

og heart , will ( Spider-like ) fuck poyſon from the choiſeſt of 
owers. | 


Every line of Geds Word fhall adde finew to the yatuous mind ; and 
withall heal chat vice, which would be ſpringing in ic. But with the car- 


nally minded, it is farre otherwiſe, The ſame report, wherewith the 


ſpirirof Rahab melteth, hardens the King of Fericho, Joſh. 2. Sergins Pau- 
lis was converted, Elymas obdurated, at the fame Sermon, A#.13. that one 
hard ſaying of our Saviour, Joh. 6. like a file ſharpezed eleven of his Apo- 
ftles, while it ſo blunted the reſt of his Diſciples, that many of them-mar- 
- minred, and from that time went bach , and walked no mve with him, verl. 
65,45c. Whence obſerve, thar as all bodies, are nor equally apt to be 
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wrought upon.,by the ſame medicine z ſoare not all ſouls by the ſame means | 


of grace. One remains obſtinate and reffaFory ; whiles others arc pliable. 
Sinne and Satan, have no ſervants but the ſimple As for inſtance : 
A wiſe man hearing in what a dangerous condition heis in, by reaſon 


of original and attual fins, and how God is ſo incenſed with wrath and in- | 
dipnarion againſt him, rhathe means utterly to deſtroy him, if he goe on | 
in his impenirency 3 forefeeth the evil of Hell, ane-preventeth it, by depart- | 
ing from his evil wayes : but fools go on, and are careleſſe, Prov. 22. 3. & 


14.16, Stark fools indeed : for if their eyes were opened,to fee in what 


a condition, they are content ar preſent to continue in z they ſhould need ! 
no intreaty, to turn their courſe another way. Luther ſayes, Thar if a | 


man could pcrfettly ſee his own evils, and the miſery that atrends them : 
the ſight thereof would hea perſeRt Hell unto him ; and this indeed mighr 
prove to be his way to Heaven : For then, and noctill then; a man ſees 
whar need he hath of a Saviour 3 and then he begins rightly ro prize the 


t 


Joyes of Heaven, when he ſees he hath eſcaped the flames of Hell, which | 


thoſe fools beſore ſpoken of,never mean to do : becauſe they think them- 
ſelves wiſe, good, happy, and whatnot? rhe caſe of all men by nature. 
And untill that varl or curtain which is drawn over their hearts, be removed 
and raken away by unfeigned repentance, and turning to the Lord ; they re- 


main ſtark blind to all ſaving truths; as the Apoſile plainly ſets down,2 Cor. * 


3-14,15,16,17,18. See Rev?1.3.17. 17Tim-6.4, And the truth is,were it 
nor for pride and ignorance, ( ſpringing hence) every man would make ir 
his main buſineſſe; to work out his ſalvation , With fear and trembling. Bur 
to proceed,for this is but an excurſion, letin, in way of a parentheſis,and 
in zeal for their good,tnat defire nor their own. The Nrmvites by heark- 
ning to Fenah, and thoſe murderers of the Lord of life, by liſtening to Peter, 
were converted and ſaved, Jonah 3.4,5. As 2.37. Wax (we know ) 
yceldeth ſooner to the Seal, than ſteel ro the ſlamp. 

Sef.28. Of Hearers, there are uſually four ſorts, as our Saviour ſhews, 
in the Parable of the ſeed, Mar.13.3. to 24. As firſt, An honeſt and good 
heart, will not return from hearing the Word unbetrered ; yea, he will 
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ſo note what is ſpoken to his own finne ; thar it ſhall increaſe his knows! 
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ledge, and leſſen bis vices. As who (by lookivg in a glaſſe) ſhall ſpy Þets, þ 
in his face, and wil) not ſotthwith wipe them out ? A-wije man, will nor\ 
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The Hearts-Jndex, or Self-Kiowlcage. 
have one ſinne twice repeated untohim. Yea, he mote rcjoycethi; th bes 


| ing overcome with a wiſe and gracious advice :, then he would have rezoys 
| ced in a revengefull victory. Of which we havearare example, 1 Samuel 


25.3233. 2 true argument of an ingenuons nature. Whereas thoſe that 
will not hearken to, nor obey the voice of Chriſt ; bur rage and ftorme 
are more ſtubborn than the wind and Sea, Luk.8.24,25. enough ro make 
them bluſh bloud, when told of ic. But 

Secondly, Another ſort of Hearers, are like 7ullje's trange ſole 3 much 
rain leaves them ftillas dry as du# Or the Wolfe in the Emblem, which 


/ though ir ſackt the Goat, kept notwithſtanding his Wolfiſh nature ſtill. And 


indeed, untill che Spirit of God meckens the ſoul; ſay, what you will, ix 


/ minds nething, or nothing to purpoſe. What ever an irnpenicenc ſjhner hears; 


ir preſently paſſes away, like the ſound of a Bell that is rung. Letreſtimge 
mes and examples never ſo much concern them, it makes an impretſjon hut 
shin, or ear-deep: For as in an bour-glaſſe or conduit, that which jg ofig 


; hour runneth in, the ſame in another hour runneth out again. Who ma 
| he reſembled to the Smiths zronz pur it into the fire it is much ſoftned,, bus 
; put icifiro the water, it is harder than before. 


Thirdly, Another ſort will very orderly hear the word, and delight ir 
It; untill it comes home to their conſciences, touches their Copy-hold, (as 


| = ſerved Herod_) but then they will turn thair baeks upon it z as rhe 


ews lerved our Saviour, Joh.5.65. the Athenians, Paul, AR. 17;16. io 
34. and Ahab, Micaiah, 1 King.22.8. Now theſe, thac will not hear an 
auntoothſome truth, bur turn their backs upon, andfly from inſtrugidn, Joh; 
3.19,20,21, notonly declare themſelves to be guilty perſons ( for he cons 
fFeſſeth the fa#t, who to judgement turneth bis back. And 'tis only the wealy 


' ſighted, that cannor abide the light_) bur it proves them to be out bf all hope 


$0 become better. For that finne is paſt cure, which turns om, and refuſerh 


; the cure, Deut.17.12. Prov.2g.1. 1Sam.2.25. 2 Chron. 25.16. turn ts 
} theplaces. And rake this for a Rule, it ever youſee a drowning man re» 
| fuſe help z conclude him « wilfull murderer, 


Se#. 29. Fourthly and laſtly, ( for | paſſe by thoſe blocks; thr Ear! 


; hear the Word powerſully delivered for twenty or thirty years together; 


and mind no more the Þirituality of the matter 3 then the ſeats they ſit on 
or the ſtones they tread on.) There are a generation of hearersz who be- 


| ing cold the naked truth, plainly reproved for their f1zues,ſhewn the judg- 
; ments of God, and the due of what they deſerve and are hke to undetg9, 
; af they goon : to the end they may repent and believe, that fo they may be 


Javed ; willC Ahab-like )carp, and fet,and chafe, and fume, and ſwelland 


' $urnagainſt the very Word of God, and be ready to bnrſt again for being id 


ſharp and ſearching; and thereupon perſeeuce the Meſſehger, as Herodins 
did 7ohn, and the Phariſees, Chriſt. They love application as deerly, as 
a Dog does a cudgel. So that like Adders, they are not only deaf to the 
_— : bur like Slow-worms they hife , and then turn their 1dils ro 
ing mm; 

Gods holy precepts and probibitions hardgn them 3 as the Sunne hardens 
clay, yd water bit jron. Or ele they iarage them, es a fwri:ws maſt'fſ-fogs 
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is the madder for-bis chain. Burt when it comes to this, that men ſparn at 
the means, andare bardened with the Wordas fteel is hardened with ftrokes; | 
Or as Bulls grow mad with baiting ; the beſt way is to leaye them to their 
"Fudge who hath meſſengers of wrath, for them thar deſpiſe the meſſengers 
of his love. Pſal.81,11,12. Sce Luke 10.10,11. Prev-29.1. 8 1.24425426. 
to 33. 2Chron.25.16,20. 1 Sam.2.25. And in reaſon, herbs that are 
worle for watering, Trees that arc leſle fuitfull for digging, dunging, pru- 
ning 3-are to be rooted out, or hew:d down. And to admoniſh them, is to 
no more purpoſe, than if one ſhould ſpeak to /felefſe ſtones, or ſenſleſſe 
plants, or witleſſe beaſts : for they will never fear any thing, till they bein 


Hell fire. Wherefore God leaves them to be confuted with fire and brim- * 
ſtone, ſince nothing elſe will do it. | 


Se#.30; Thus you ſee, what a wonderfull diflcrence there is in Hear- 
ers ! Only herein they agree, all men (good and bad) love the light as it 
ſhines; bur che moſt of men hate it, as It diſcevers and dire#s. But the 
difference Is ſo great, that ir is admirable to think , how ſome men would 
not he prevailed withall, though an 4ngel ſhould be ſent unto them fFom the 
dead : And yet with what ſmall means, ſome others have been convert- 
ed, as were Fuſtin the Phitoſopher, Cyprian the Nicromancer, S* Auſtin, 
Fulgentins , Franciſco Junins , Melanishon, Adrianus, Latimer, and many | 
others. . 

One treating upon the Prodigal ſonne,and the Thief upon the Croſſe 3 men- | 
tions two famous ftrumpers, that were ſuddenly convereed by this only argu- | 
ment 3 that God ſceth 3ll things,even in the dark ; when the doors are ſhut, | 
and the Cartains drawn; and Mountaigne els of a Gallant, that (ſporting | 
with a Curtezan ina houſe of finne) happened to ask her name 3 which 
ſhe ſaid was Mary : whereat he was ſo ſtricken with' reverence and re- 
morlſe ; that he inſtantly borh caſt off the Harlor, and amended his whole 
furure life. And indeed, no meanes can be roo weak, where God intends | 
ſucceſs : yea a thought only hath ſometimes ſerved the turn, Nor needs | 


there any more to a clarified underſtanding, then the bare thought of | 


Gods Omni-preſence, Omniſciency, or Omnipotency 3 a$ being preſent every 


where, knowing every thoughtand intent of che heart ; and being At- | 


mighty to puniſh or reward evil and good. 

Sett.31. And ſo much of the kinds of hearers. Only a Queſtion or | 
Scruple may hereupon ariſe. The Miniſter or Author, our of compaſhon ! 
ts their precious ſoules, would ſhew them from Gods word, the very | 
faces of their bearts, and like Peter to Cornelis, Af.r1. tell chem that, 
whereby (with bleſling from above) they might .be ſaved. Verſ. 14. 

*the which ſome do kindly entertain, as Lot did rhoſe Angels, that came to 
ſerch him our of Sodom, Gen.19. Others. as churliſhly reje&, and as vil- 
lainouſly entreat and handle them, as the Ammonites did Davids Meſſen- 
gers, 2 Sam.10.4. Wherein (may ſome ſay) lyes the difference ? 

Arſw. I could give you ſundry Reaſons of it, I'le onely name a few 7 
being enjoyned to contra all my matter into one ſheet, if it be poſſible. | 
_ Firſt, 1Willmakes the difference, and who makes the Jifference of wits, 
buc he that made them ? Re thax ereates the new heart, leaves a frone in | 

one 


The Hearts-Index,” or Self-Knowledge. F 
one boſome z puts feſt into another: -and yer if God denies his grace, it is; 
{ only when he ſces it contemned. As God often times is ſo provoked, by 
their obſtinate hardneſle and impenitency : that he gives them over to. 
Satan, and up to-the hardneſle of their own hearts, to be lead by their 
luſts, and to walk in their own counſels; asit is Pſal.81.12. Rom.1.24, 
26. So that not God, bur our ſelves, .arethe authours of finne, and of oue 
own damnation, as it is Hoſ.13.9.. Of which more in its due place. 

Secondly, The holy Word of God; whiclris Spirit and life, is ſo quick, 
powerfull and operative,” that it will have its effe(t ;. where it does nor quic- 
ken it kils. None ever heard it, but they were either better or worſe by it. 
Itis a holy fire; thoſe whom ic doth nor purtfi- and cleanſe,” by melting into 
| repentance, it doth conjume ar.d deſtroy by burning, into'the aſhes of profane- 
neſſe bere, of confuſion hereafter. Itis the power of God unta ſ#luation, to eve- 
| ry one that believeth, Rom.1.15. Arid a ſweet ſavour of life unto life,to them 
that are ſaved, 2 Cor. 2.15. bur it becomes the ſavour of death unto death, 
unto ſuch as wreſt and pervert the ſame, to their own deftruttion, 2 Per.3.15. 
And no marvel, tor the ſame cauje may have divers and contrary effetts in 
reſpet of ſundry objeFs ;, as might be exemplified in the Sunne, the wind, 
the ſame breath out of one mouth, the earth, the ſtomack', the rain, &0. as 
might be largely ſhewn. In one garden, grows an hundred hinds of herbs 
# of ſeveral operations and qualities 3 ſome” nutrative, others infefive : yer 
they all draw their juice, from-one and the ſame earth. Every member re- 
! ceiverh nouriſhment from the ſtomack ; yea, thie ſame maatin the ſtomach z 
} but that which the Liver receiveth becomes blood, that which the gaul re- 
} cciveth becomes choler 3 that which the lungs recfve becomes fleame 3 and 
| that which paſſeth into the paps becometh milk : So all: receive the ſame 
good word of Ged ; bur every one: does not make the ſaqmeuſe of ir. For 
as one hath his fairh ſtrengthened by it,” his patience increaſed, his judgement 
1 refified, his will reformed, his life and prafice amended, his love and teal 
1 inflamed : ſo fares it with wicked men, in reſpe& of the contrary vices, 
\ Cre. Again, the word of God, is like a fruifying dew or rain, whieh fals 
; Not upon any ground in vain. . If theſe cele$ial ſhywrs, fall into the garden 
of a good heart; they raife up herbs and flowers; if in a fteld,corn or grafſſ*; 
| whereas ifthey fall on clay, they make bur dirt z yea, the more rain, the 
j me dirt ; if upon henels and dunghils , a ſtink, Or if they produce any 
feuit, it is weeds in ſtead of herbe z or perhaps briars and thorns, to ſcratch 
and wound the Hutbandman that dreſſes ir... Thus I might go on, and ſhew: 
you how the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, is received by one to ſalvati- 
en, by another to his greater damnation, 1 Cor.11, 29. * The cloudy pillar, 
which gave light, and was a defence to Iſrael, became darkneſſe and offence 
to the Agyptians, Exod.14.20. - And the like of Manna, Exod. 16. 20. 
The Arke, the red Sea, and ſundry the like, which 1 might weary you 
with. Yea, Chriſt himſelf, who is-a Ryck.taſave all thar believe in him, 
ſhivers his enemjes.in pecces, Matth,21.44. Aud immortality, the greateſt 
bleſſedneſſe of the Saints ;, is the greateſt miſery to the damne 1, No won® 
der then, if thcſe Þiders, thoſe Bees 3, the wicked and the godly ſuch th= 
One boney, the ather poiſon from the (elf ſame flower of holy writ, f 
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$e4.42. Thirdly, Another reafon why ſo ſwell againſt their repre» 
hender, is their gur/rineſſe. Anidit js a ſure fign the borſe is galled, that 
ſtirrs too much when he is rouched, In the Law of jeatenſies, if the ſulþe- 
fled wife were guilty, that drank of the bitter waters of tryal, ſhe would 
preſently ſwe!l x if otherwiſe, ſhe was well enough, Numb.5.27. Nor 
the you ever hear of any, that were offended with wholſome truth for be 
ing unteothſome, that dilliked the Miniſter for being too ſharp and ſcaxch- 
ing.buc evill minds. Bur as good meats are unwelcome to ſick perſons: fo 
js good counſel to obſtinate and reſolved ſmners. Unſound fleſb loves to 
be ftraaked ; the leaſt roughneſſe putsir into a rage. Bad wares would have 
dark ſhops : Thieves will put out all the lights , that in the dark they may 
more ſecurely rifle the houſe, John 3. 19, 20,21. Sothe conſcience that is 
guilty of flagygious crimes ; could wiſh the Heavens blind. 

Fourthly, No wicked man can endure to hear the down right truth ; 
for then they,mutt alſo hear the ſentence of their own condemnation. Whar 
the Niniſter delivers,is the very Word by which they are judged and condemn 
ed ; thereſore rhey logth as much to hear it, as the priſoner at the bar,daey 
abhor to hear his ſentence from thejuft Fudge. And indeed, if many (as 
we well know by experience) loye norto hear the worft of their rempora} 
eauſes and caſes ; nor yerof their bodily diftempers, withywhich their lives 
or #ates be jndangered 3, how much more will wicked then decline from 
ce 


ing their heinous qbominations,' and themſelves grilty of Hell and eternal | 
damnatizn ? though thereof, there be an abſolute necetlity, if ever they * 


he ſaved. 


 Seft.33. And ſo much of the reaſine. From all which we may learn, | 


not co impure rhe cauſe of wicked meas yazing,to any miſcarriage in rhe meſ- 
ſenger : for he may vindicate himſelf as Pax! did, 1 Cor. 7. 10. Thave nat 
oben, but the Lords And therefote as the Lord ſaid unto Saul, AR.g.4. 
that he perſccuted him : So they which rejef any truth, delivered ut of 
the Word, do reſiſt God bimſelf,and vor his meſſenger. And this for certain, 


were Cbrift himſelf their Miniſter,they would much more appoſe and per- * 


ſecute him, as the Priefts and Phariſees did, when they heard him. 

Yea, confider is rightly,and yeu-will grant,thar there cannar be a great- 
# honour done to a ppor Miniſter, thei this. For, what (ayes one of che 
Fatbers? Ic may well he douhted, that Miniſters open not che Word aright, 
when wicked men Ljck not againſt ic, © Yea, ſayes Lyther, To preach the 
Goel a we ought, is to ſtirre up all the furies of Hell againſt xs. And whas 
ſgich our Saviour himſelf, ro his Apoſtles in their pupil-age 2 The world can- 


. Rothate you, but ine it  bateth 1, becauſe Tteftifie of it, that the workes thereof 


areevil, Jo1.9.9. ' And fo touching Paul, who had never become theiy 
enemy, bat for telling them the cruth, and dealing ſo plainly, and ſo round- 
Iy with them. Nor can there be ſuch anargament, thata Minifter flue 
ies mare to profit, then ro plegſe men wich his whotſome counſel; as when: 
he will not ler thew f{cep and ſuort intheir fine, bur ©7 qloud againſt rheir 
g9 minations. | 
Secondly, We may learn from the premiſes, chat if any receive the 
Word with readineſte, and hegome new+creatures by. hearing the ſame ; 


-— 


nor 


ARS nc- acl Pr 2 


| 


el 


'' 


wu Q A 


= a no. wo -nen-A &Q te os A moins wa © 


as fwd c-u —_ MM 


The Hearts-Inder,” or -Self- Knowledge = LY 

not to artribure,or aſcribe the praiſe thereof to the Parties converted, or tq 
the means, Or i@ the Inſlirwnent, bur to God, who is the Authour, nd gives 
odds, For Paul may. plant, and Apollo may water z but it is God only 
that gives the increaſe. It is God alone that giveth words unto the wiſe, and 
wvertue unto their words, 1 Cor.3.5,5,7. Aud he will give ſucceſſe to who, 
when, and at he pleajeth. Even rwelve mean Fiſhermen, when he plea(- 
eth, ſhall without force, or weapon, armour, bands of men, or fireke ſtrick- 
en, ſubdue the whole world to their King ! Hillary found not ſeventeen be- 
lievers ; and leſt not ſo many xnbelievers in the whole City. 

Indeed in theſe dayes, Miniſters may tare their throats, Þend their lungs, 
and force tbcir ſides in ſuing to a deaf world 4 and fay, when they have 
done all they can, Wha hath believed our report ? And ty whom is the arme of 
the Lord revealed? Yea,. how many painfull Peters, have complained to 
fiſh all night, and catch nathing * Many Frofeſſours, and few Converts, hath 
been the lor of the Gefpel,in theſe laſt rimes, and fince aur means hath ex- 
ceeded. | God's houſe, (as the ſtreets of Fericho) may be thronged, and yer 
har one Zaches gained to the faith. And why ſo? bur for this cauſe, if 
ſome few like the Bee, do gather from the Word, whatſoever addeth to 
their knowledge and vertae : the greateſt number, uſe the ſame, as ſome 
do artificial teefh, more for ſbew than ſervice, more for adility of Jdiſcawrſe, 
than aFrvity ofpraFice 3 to talk of it, than to walke by it, Whenceir is, 
thar God utters his ſaving truths, as it wero in parables 4 ſo hiding them 
from the wiſe and pradent (namely the proud, that are wiſe in their owne 
eyes) and reveals them to babes and ſuchlings, that is, the bumble and Jow- 
ly, as Auſtinſpeaks. 

Sed4.34. Which heing ſo, let not him that hath five talents, deſpiſe him 
that hath bur rwo ; Even thoſe great lights of Heaven, the Sunne and Moon: 
take not away the necetiity of lamp light. To the making of the Taberna- 
cle, fine {innen, and Goats -bair had their uſe 5 as well as gold, filver and 
precious flones, And the ſame Gog, that gave proportion to the Cedgr,gave 
alſo heing to the Muſhroom. | 

: Nor is the flrength or weaknefſe of means, cither ſpur or bridle to the de- 
termingte choiſes of God 5 who nor ſeldom does greateſh as, by weakeſt A- 
gents. He choſe Davids fling, rather than Sax!'s ſword 3 to conquer Goliah: 
Frogs, Grafhopers and Lice, rather than Bares and Lions, eo fight agaiaſt 
Phargoh. Yea, he that with Rames-borns, overthrew the wals of Fericho ; 
hath ſometimcs choſen yile and weak means, to ſerve himſelf by, in great 
watters. Peter hath a Cock, to cell him of his cowardiſe.” And Balaam an 
Aſſe, to reprove his evarice. Yes, that God, who wilt bleſle where he 
pleaſerh : vow and then gives the greater ſuccefſe to the weaber means. The- 
men of Nineveb, repented at the preaching of Fonas + yet nor the Fews,ar the 
preaching of Chriſt, who was greater than Jonas, The Apoſtles did greater 
ſgnes in Chrifts name, than Chriſt kimſelf, Joha 14.12. Tr was a grearer 
miracle, that the ſhadow of S« Peter ('«« be walked in the fp ) thould 
beal many fick perſons, AQ.$,15,16., then that the Hemme of Chrifts veſture 
ſhould beat one fing/e woman of her blaudy ifſue,Mar.g.21,22. Who then can 
cavil,or indeed woendcr,ac the enſuing ſtory,the which I am now-to relare? 

| A 4 Yca, 
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Yea, who that hath either heart or brain, ſhall well confider this prece-” 


ging matter 3 and the difference of Hearers ; and nor be forced to acknow- ' 
ledge that which follows,to be the yery caſe of every one that ſhall hear it 3 
be they what they will? I mean,before therr bearts are renewed by the power + 
of God's word, which is the ſtrong arm of the Lord, and the mighty power of" 
God to ſalvation, Rom.1.16, And the ſword of the Spirit, Eph:6.14. And: 
like as a fire, or an hammer that breaketh even the rock in pieces, Jer. 23.29," 
20. And that irreſiſtible Cannon-ſbot, that is mighty #9 beat down all the 
Frong-haldsof ſunne and Satan, 2 Cor.10.4. Quick and powerfull, and ſharp-- 
tr than any two-edged ſword, and pierceth evenio the dividing aſunder of the 
ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joynts and-marrowz, and tothe diſcerning of the very 
thoughts, and moſt ſecret intents of the heart, 'Heb.4.12. © *' - _ 
''' Se#.35. And look to it, for if thou doſt not ſee and acknowledge, the 
wery ſecrets of thy beart to be clearly laid open to thy conſcience ; in the one 
or other,firſt or laſt of theſe enſuing Chara#ers : I dare peremprtorily con- 
elude, That Satanthe God of this world, hath blinded thy mind, that the light 
of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God, ſhould not ſhine unts 
thee, 2 Cor.4.3,4. Epheſ.2.2.' 2 Theſ.2.9,10,11. 1 Tim.q.2. 

' Bur this is the miſery ! and a juſt plague upon our ſo rmch ignorance,for-' 
mality and prophaneneſſe, under our ſo much means of grace #7 there be very 
few men, that make not the whole Bible, and all the Sermons they hear 3 

ea the checks of their own conſciences, and the motions sf Gods Spirit utterly” 
rb 3 for want of wit and grace, to apply the ſame to themſelves as' 
they can unto others; being better able to diſcern others mores, than their” 
ewnbeams. © *© v2 108 £ ; b2:5 33774 the . 
If you queſtion, What Satan can do in this caſe ? Look upon' whar he 
hath done.to others, as wiſe, and as good, as the b:ſt of us. ' Ile give your 
inſtances; both of the godly and wicked, and likewiſe Teſtimonies ; I pray 
mind them ſeriouſly, and turn to the places : for they are'exceeding con- 
ſiderable. © In the firft place, take natice, how he blinded and deluded 
Ahabs four hundred Prophets, 1 King.22.22. And Judas, Joh.13.2, And 
all Magiſtrates, when they perſecate the people'of God, Revel: 2:10. And 
mdeed all men in their natural-eſtate ; whereof not a few ; think they doe® 
God ſervice,  inper(ecuting and killing hu Prophers 3 as our Savidur cxpreſly 
tells us, Jobn 16.2. Burſee other particular inſtances ; as that of Ananias 
and Sapphira, AQt.5-3. Then for the:godly 5 how he þath blinded and be- 
guiled them, as our firft Parents, Adam and Eve; Eve by bimſelf, and A- 
dam by making her his inſtrument 3: and that in the ſtate of irinocency, when' 
they had wit at will, 'Gen.3. And holy David, a man after Gods own' 
_ 1 Chron.2f.4. Then Peter, who ſo dearly loved Chrift, Matth. 
þ . 22, 22. « , "OR oo : 4 WT 14k - ; oaks i 
i Ad having this done, arguethus with thy ſelf; If Sataz ſo blinded and 
heſotred rheſe ; if he made ſuch uſe of all theſe, whereof ſome 'were the 
beſt and wiſeſt of Gads children and ſervants, *who hate the very appearance 
0j evil, 1 Theſſ.5,22. Jude 23. Epheſ.5.275. 2Pet-3.14. Jam. 1.27. Have 
the eye of faith, affal the Spirits divettion, and know the mind of Chriſt above' 
$thers, 1 COIGeba- tO 17. John 10,14 How much morg can he _— 
5 | | the 
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» ſame uporFhis own! children and ſervants 2 char delight only in wiek+ 
dnefle;and are ignorant of Sutans wiles 3 as not having the lcaft knowledge 
r — ro-diſcern ſpiritual things, 1 Cor. 2.14. '2'Cor. 4.4; | 

Bur if you iiIE-queſtion the trath of this 3 tum to Fob. 14.30. & 12. 32. 
jen. 37 15: 'Fobn 8-44. 2-Tim. 2:26. Epheſ- 2.2,3. which are ſich clear” 
nets re haey wy (who {ut not their eyes againſt the Jighr ) can gain» 
ayy Matth./Y3.1g.- + & | 
 Whicti deing ſoz in reading this enſuing Dialogye or Index of the heart. 
Make the #pplicatian to your ſelves, and not to others 3 as David did Nathans 
Parable; 2$am.12.1. to 8. - And Abab the Prophers, 1 King.20.39. t9 43» 
When ic concerned no lefſe, than their ownlives. And ſo much the rarher, 
or that in-all probability , what this will nor effect rouching your amend- 
ent z rio ordinary means are like to do. As what can be further expe- 
Ficd ? No gleſſe can more lively repreſent your faces 3 then this Book does 
our hearts, if you be yet in'your natural condition, wnregenerate. Neither 
an you Took; thar Chrift Feſws himſelf , ſhould call to- you ſeverally. by 
ame, as he did to Sau! z; For now we have the GoÞel writren ar large : 
iſrons and'miracles ceaſe. + Or put caſe Chri$ himſelf ſhould do io;: 1-que= 
ion whether you would be any more warned, or reclaimed by it, than 
47ael was, when the Propher cold him, what abominable wickedneſle 
e ſhould ſhortly commir, 2 King 3.12,13,&c.. Yea, Abraham tells Dives 
he contrary, Luk:13.31. Andie I come to the Conference it ſelf. 
> Seft.36. Atooſe Libertine , meeting with his Friend that had lately been 
Formal Chriſtian ; he greets him as followerh : 

S 1K! Me thinks I have obſerved in you a ſtrange alteration, ſmce our 
laſt meeting at Middleburrough :- nor only in your behaviour, company and 
converſe z Pte even in your countenance ; What is the matter, if I may 

eſobold?. | "4; OM 
* Convert. -Truly Sir, you are not at all miſtaken, nor am I unwilling to 
acquaint you with the cauſe z if you can afford to hear it. 

1 -Soon after my return into England, 1 was carried by a ftiend to hear a 
Sertonz where the Miniſter ſorepreſented the-very thoughts, ſecrers and 
deceitfulneſs of my heart unto my 'conſciencezthat I could nor bur ſay ofhim, 
as the Woman of Samaria once ſpake of our Saviour : He bath told me all 
things that ever I did. Which made me eonclude with- that Unbeliever, 
1 Cor.14:24;25. That God was in himn of a truth'; nor could he ever have ſo 
done, if he were not of God 4 -as the Toung-magin the Gofþel reaſoned with 
the Phariſees, touching Jeſu when he had opened bs eyes, that had been 
blind Fom his birth, Joh.9.32,33: © Whereupon I could have no peace nor 
reſt,untill T had further communed with him about my eſtate ; for I found 
my ſelf ina loſt condition rouching Eternity : It faring with me, as it did 
with thoſe Fews, AR. 2. when Peter by his ſearching Sermon, had con- 
vinced them that Chriſt, whom they had by wicked hands crucified aud ſlain, 


Iva the only Son of God, and Lord of glory, ver.36,37. An@having had the 
Jhappinefs ro enjoy the benefit of his ſage advice,as I ſtood ig,need thereof 
IC God having given him the tongue of the learned, to adminiſter a word in fea- 
von to them that are weary, 11a.50.4.) I blefle God, his Word and. Spirit hath 


wrought 
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| @&me thoughts of my (elf; and ſhould any one have told me formerly,tha 


wrought in me ſuch a change and ſtrange alteration, thatir hath opeyed winiiene 
Tools; fine my hens fanttife? end er hemp vs fete» ts 
rebellious 5 fo my beart , e changed my affeSios : uf 
that now love that good which before Lhd, and bate that ewl w ,y 
before I lovedzand am delighted with thoſe boly exerciſes,which hereroforg (ig! 
did maſt difpleaſe ne;and am difþleaſed with thale vein pleaſures and filthy I fi 
Fins which in times paſt did moſt delight me. Which is ſuch a mercy, thall Go 
no tongue is able to expreſs!For till char hour 1 went on inthe read way] fea 
and worlds road te deftruSion, without any miftruft ; whereas now God hath , 
been pleaſed ro take me into his Kingdem of grace here,and will never leave ch 
me, wuncill he hath brought me to his Kingdom of glory bereafier. Hu 

. Looſe Libertine. What you fpeak makes me wonder : for [ ever held you we 
the compleatert man of my acquainrance; juſt in all your dealings,temperate; of 
and £ivil in your deportinent; yen, I have never ſeen you cxcecd in the leaſt} in 
nor heard yeu ſweer an Oath, except faith and treth, and that very rarely wi 
Befides, you have been a good Proteſtant,and gone to Church all your days) be, 

Convert. Whar you (pesk, none that know me can contradidt; nor eoul 
they cver accuſe me of any ſcandalous crime, or unjuſt at. Yea,l had th 


I was ſuch a great finner, ſuch a Devil incarnate as I was! I ſhonld have re 
plicd,as Harael did to the Propber(telling him of the ahominable wicked 
neſs he would c're long commit) What am 1 « Dog, &c. 2 King. 8.1 2413} end 
And no wonder,for as every man in his natural condition,is ſtark blind to Z ro 
ritual obje#s,z Cor.2.14.ſ0 the beart of man is deceirfull above all things:evenly ye: 
fo deceitfull,chat none bur God alone can know it, as the Propbet ſhews, Feri! for 
17.10. Bur becauſe this isa truth that tranſcends your belief, and becauſe} »1j 
br may be of ſingular uſe to you alſo, ro know the ſame : I will give you a} (c5 
ſhort chareFer of my former condition ; the which done, I doubt noc by cy 
you will aflſenc env wi I have _—_ yy mew > "=, aa pri 
_ SeA. 37. Fi ouching my kno &, { Lmean j& nawledge,! ec 
without which the ſoul cannot be good, as wiſe Solamm an ne on 19.2)", ad 
it was ſuch, (though i chaughr my ſelf wiſer than to make ſcruple of, ory th 
my ſe{fabour matrers of Refigion, as do rhe re/ig7ons : even as thef] fol 
King of Thru thought himſelf wiſer then Daniel, Ezek.28.3.) that ſpiritual] M: 
things were mofily repreſentcd 50 my underſtanding falſe, and clean con-y tra 
trary to whar they are indeed. Like corporal things in a Leong: laſs,where-| ba 
jn thoſe that are on the right hand ſeem to he onthe lefr,and thoſe that aref th; 
on the /eft hand ſeem to be on the right. As it fared with St Paxl,whije hefj an 
was in his natural condition, A#.25.9.which made me think and call evil, mi 
good 5 and god, evil; bitter, ſweet z, and ſweet, bitter z, to juſtifie the wicke} ex, 
ed,and condemn the juft, ns the Prophet complains, 1/4-5-20423- bin 
As for inſtance, I moſt ſortiſhly cheughr,thar J hath loved and ſerved God an 
2s T ought; yea, I ſhould have taken jt in foul ſcorn,if any one had quelli-fj de 
the ſame;zwhen indeed I was « Fraitor to God, and took up arms againfl} 1 \ 

lf that worſhipped him in Spirit and in trutb. 1 wasſo fas from loving and 
ſerving him, | nf that did it 3 and that for their ſo doing, Th 7 
ould alſo hcar him bla$hem:d;reprogched and diſbonawed, wichouc ny Fry 
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mneeVrred or moved at it. I loved himdeerty,bur-3.could never affard to 
waſpeak a word for him; and likewiſe his Children encicely, bat-in ficadef 
; Gjufifyingthem;or ſpeaking in their deſesce when 1 heard them ſcojs,ſrom- 
Icy ex and abafed by wicked and ungodly men; all my Was 10. jetr. at, 
org ſight and flander them whereves © cawe. I more feared the Magiſtvate;than: 
lth 1 feared God 3 and more regarded the blafts of mens breath, than thejur of 
a Gods wrath. | choſe rather ro.diſabey God, than. eo diÞ!leaſe great ones 44nd 
Pay feared moxe the Worlds ſcorns, than bis anger. = = 
thi And the like of Chriſt that died for mez a ſttopgargumem that I hwed 
ave Chrift, when I bated all that reſembled him in holineſs. Yea, to hated be- 
Heſs, that | moni birterly bated men for being boly-: infowuch that my bleed 
you would riſe at the ſight of a good man,as ſome ſtomacks will rite at the 
ate; of ſweet-meats. . | was a Chriſtian in name, but I could fcoff at a Ebriftian 
aſt] mdeed ;, I could honour the dead Satiys in a ſormal proſeilion, white [ 
ly worried the living Saints in a Cruel perſecution. I condemned all far Roxnd* 
54 beads, that had more Religion than a Heathen, -or knowledge of heavenly 
uld} things, then a child in the womb hath of tbe things of thi life 3. or conſcience, 
than an Athert; cr care of his fou/, than a Braff, I had alwayes the bafefÞ 
thoughts of the beſt men : waking ill conftruFions of wharſoever they did or. 
ſpake z as rhe Scribes and Phariſees dealt by our S«viewr. 

Set. 38. As, O whar a poor ſlave did I hold the man of a render conſei- 
ence to be | Yea, how did [ applaud my ſelf for rags orgy we fear 
rogerher wich my great diſcretion and moderation z when 1 ſaw this man 

ey yexcd for his zea!, thar other hated for his knowledge, a third perſecuted 
er4 for the profeſſion of his F airh?8&c. For ( being like Cain, Iſhmael, Eliab, 


uſe} Micbol, Pharaob and Feſtws )1 thought their Keligion Puriteniſm,their con« 
U af ſcience of ſin, bypocriſes 5, their profeſſion, diſſinwlation z their prudence, poli- 

cy; their faith and confidence, preſumption ; their xeal of Gods glory, ro be 
|} pride and malice; their obedience to Gods laws,vebellion ro Princes; their ex- 
£64) ecution of juſtite,cruelty, &c. If they were any thing devour or forward to 
2)”, admeniſh others,that ſo they might pluck them out of the fire; I conceived 
ory them to be beſides themſelveras or Saviour was —_ to be by his Kinſ+ 

A 


heff folk; and St Pautby Feſtws, Mar.g.21. Joh.10.20. AR:26.24.1 Cor.x.nf. 
#} My religion was to oppoſe the power of religion z and my knowledge of the 
truth, to know how to argue againſt the truth, 1 never affetted Chrifts 4m- 
baſſadors,thar preached rhe g/ad tidings of ſalvation, hut had « ſpleen againſt 

reg them z yea, 1 hated a Miniſter, for being a Minftex.z eſpecially, if a godly 
1h and zea/ow one, thar ſpake home to my conſcience, and told me of my fons; 
tj} much more ifhe would notadmir me rt the Lords Table without trial and 
examination : Yea, thenlike Abab to Eliah, I beeame his enemy, and bated 

bing ever after z would impeach his oredit,and detain fom bim bis dues. And 

6| are not all theſe firong evidences, thar [ loved and ſerved God, and 1y Re- 
s dean as Teuyhr ? Bur-co make ic more nianiſeſt, what a rare Chriſtian 

was. 


df 1 thoughr my ſelf a Believer : yea.) could boaſt of n ftlr akth,when e& 
4 T i11thort ofthevery Devils in believing « for. they Jets, threats 5d 
£1 Jadgments conjaineg in the Word, and tremble thereat, Jam.2.19. O_ 
| | ugh 
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' Trhoughrthem but Scar-crows to fright the ſimple withall : yea, I held | 


Hell it (elf but afency, not worth the fearing. 

- Becapſe | was not notorionſly wicked,but had a form of gedlineſs,was civil 
Coc. I was able to delude = own ſoul, and pur off all reproofs and threat- 
ningsy by comparing my ſelf with thoſe, that I preſumed were worſe than 
my felf; as Drunkards, Adulterers, BlaÞhemers,Oppreſſors,ſhedgers of bloud, 
and the like ; counting none wicked but ſuch. Yea, looking upon theſe, 
I admired my own holineſs ; and thought my moral honefly, would be ſuſh- 
cienr to ſave me. Nor did I know wherein I had offended. 

And whereas the Law is $iritual, and binds the heart from affeting no 
leſfe chan the hand from a#ing : I was fo blind and ignorant that I thought 
the Commandment was not broken, ifthe ourward groſſe fin be forborne. 
Whence theſe were my thoughts, I never brake the firſt Commandment, of 
having many geds:for I was no Papiſt nor Idolater:nor the ſecond,for | wore 
ſhipped God aright. Nor che third,for I had been no common ſwearer,on- 
ly a few petty oaths. Nor the fourth,for 1 had every Sabbath gone duly to. 
Church. Nor the fiſth,for I ever honoured my parents,and have been a loyal 
ſubjeF. Nor the ſexthſeventh, eighth, ninth, or tenth; for I never committed 
murther Or adultery, never ſtole ought, never bare falſe witneſs ; nor could I 
call ro mind, that I had at any time coveted my Neighbours wife, ſervant, e+ 

Rate,e. And nothing more common with me,then to brag of a goed beart 
and meaning,of the ſtrength ef my faith and hope,of my juſt and upright dea- 
ling,8:c. And becauſe I abſtained from notorious fins, I thought my ſelf an 
exccllent Chriſtian ; if God was not beholding re me for not wounding his - 
name with oaths,for not drinking and playing our his Sabbaths,for not rai- | 
ling on his Minifters,for nor oppreſſing and perſecuting his poor members, &c. 

. Sef.39.And yet had it been ſo,as I imaginedzadmit I had never offend- 
ed in the leaſt all my lifezeither in thought, word,or deed:yer this were bur 
one half of what I ow to God; this were but to obſerve the negative part of . 
his [aw,ſtill the «affirmative part thereof I had been ſo far ſremyerformingz 
that I had not ſo much as thought ef it. And to be juſt in the ſight of God, 
and graciouſly accepted of himzthefe two things are required:the ſatzsfa#o- 
ry part te eſcape hell, and the meritorious part to get heaven. And the true me-. 
thod of grace is,Ceaſe to do evil,learn to do well,Iſa.r.16,17. The Fig-tree 
was carſed,not for bearing evil Fuit, but becauſc it bare nogood, The evil. 
ſervant was not bound band and foot and caft into priſon,for waſting his maſters 
goods ; but for not gaining with them. And thoſe reprobates at the laſt day, 
ſhall be bid depart into everlaſting fire; noe for wronging or rebbing of any, - 
but for not giving, for not comforting Chriſts poor members,Mat.25. So that my 
caſe was moſt deſperate! For though with that Phariſce , Luke 18.11. IL 
was apt to thank God,and bragzthat I was juſt, and paid every man his due < 
yer I never thought of being holy, and of paying God his dues; as his due of 
believing,or repenting,of new obedience ; his due of praying,htaring,conferring, 
meditating on his Word and works,ſanfifying his Sabbaths,and inſtrufing my. 
children and ſervantseaching them to fear the Lord. His due of love,fear 

_ fulneſſe,zcal for his glory,charity and mercy to Chriſts poor members,and 


e 
the like, | 
I ſhould 
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1 ſhobld have ſerved God in fpirit,and according toChriftsGoPelras all thar 
are wiſe hearted indeavor to [ve, & believe,and bear,and invecate,and bope, 
and fear,and [e,and worſhip God in ſuch manner,as his Word preſeribes. I 
ſhould have heen cfe#ually called, and becotne a new creature by regenera- 
tien , being beg'tten and born anew,by the immortal ſeed of the Word. I ſhould 
have found an apparant change wrought,in my judgment affcttions,and aZi- 
onszto what they were formerly. The 0/4-man-ſhould hayg changed with 
the New-m.m,worldly wiſdom with heavenly wiſdom, carnal love for ſpiritual 
love;ſervile fear for Chriſtian and filial fear idle thoughts for holy thoughts,vain 
words for holy and wholſome words, fl:jhly works for works of righteouſneſſe : 
even hating what I formerly loved, and loving what I formerly hated. 

Bur alas ! I have heard the Goſpe/ day after day , and year after year : 
which is the ſtrong arm of the Lord, and the mighty power of God to ſalvatione 
That is quick, and powerfull , and ſharper than any two-edged ſword ; and 
yer ſtood it out and refiſted, in ſtead of ſubmirting to Chrifts call; even re- 
fuſing the free offer of grace and ſalvation. I have heard the Word faithfully 
and powerfully preached for forty years z yet remain'd in my natural con- 
dition unregenerate : without which new birth there is no being ſaved, as 
our Saviour affirms, John 3.5. I had nottrodden one ſtep in the way: to 
converſion : for the firſt «ow of converſion, is to love them that love God, 
1 Feh.3.10,11,1 4.1 ſhould daily have grown in grace,and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſiss Chrift : but I was ſo far from growing in grace, 
that I had notone ſpark of grace or holineſſe ; without which no man ſhall ſet 
the Lord, Heb.1 2.14. I was all for obſerving the ſecond Table, without re- 
ſpe&to the firſt ; or all for eutward conformity, not at all for ſpiritual ant 
inward holineſſe of the heart. | 
Sef.40. Eicher what I did was not morally good for the matter, or not 
well done for the manner;aor to any right ends : as out of duty and thankeful- 
neſs to God and my Redeemer ; and out of love to my fellow-members. With- 
out which the moſt glorious performances,and rareſt virtues,are bur ſhining 
ſins,or beautifull abominations. God's glory was not my principal end, nor to 
be ſaved my greateſt care. 

I was a good,civilgmoral,honeft hypocrite,or infidel; but none of theſe graces 
grew in the garden of my heart. I did not ſhine out as 4 light, by a holy conver- 
ſation to glorifie God,and win ethers. Now only to reffain evil, except a man 
hates it alſo, and des the contrary good , is to be evil ſtill ; becauſe honefly 
without piety, is but a body without a ſoul. 

All my Religion was either ſuperſtition,or formality,or hypocriſie. 1 had a 
form of godlineſſe, but denied the power thereof : I often drew near unto God 
with my mouth,and honoured him with my lips * but my heart was = from bim, 
Tja.25.13. Mar.7.2. to 14+ Mat.15. 9.t0 10. All which conſidered, viz. 
the means which God had afforded me; and the lictle uſe I had made there- 
of, left me in a far worſe condition,than the very Heathen that never heard 
of Chriſt. So that ir was Gods unſpeakable mercy, that I am not at this 
preſent fFying in hell flames, never to be freed. 

God hath'ſenruntous all his ſervants the Prophets, riſing up early, and they 
have been inſtant in preaching the Gobþel, bat þ in ſeaſon, arid ct of aſa? 
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” uh The Weatti-Tndex, or Gelf-Knowleilgs. q 
bur my carnal beert harh ever been flint ann God, wax to Satan : Vo fhalf.c, 
die if you continue im the prifiice of fin, I ard 1 but you ſhall not die, 
faith the ZevHH, | believed. 11 
— Befides all this, ſuppoſe T had none of cheſe to anſwer for 3,1; 
neirher/mnesr of Commiſſion, nor ſinnes of Omiſſton : yer Original finne were ex, 
1184; cnoughed damn me, no need of any more; and yer my a#ul tranſgreſ- nd! 
23þ 3? frons have been 'fuch, and fo many, and-my ingratitude therein ſo great 3Eyar 
=þ $70 wt it might have ſunk me down with ſhame, «nd leſt me hopeleſle of ever Oup 
| BY obtaining parden for them, As ſee but ſome 'ſmall part of 21y monſtrous aq 
| and LeviIih ingrativace fo ſo gord a God, fo loving and mercifuall a Savieur {je 
and Reteemery that hath done, and ſufjer'd fo wnch for me, even more 
_ eicher be expreſſed or concetved, by any heart, were iras deep adhzod 
the ſes - 
Tonching'whet God and Chrift hath done for me, in the firſt place heſ (x 
pave memy ſelf, and all the Creatures ſerve for my uſe ; yea he created 
ane after bis own1mage, mm-righteoufneſſe and hotimeſſe, and in perſe& know-[eg 
Loy + Is ae z power to ſtand and for ever to continue in a moſt {;yc 
+ and happy condition. Bur this was nothing in compariſon; for, 
«when'T was in a fad condition, -when'T had forfeited all this, and my Jelf 5þ a, [ 
when by ſin Thad turned thar Image »f God intorhe Image of Satan, and: 
-wilfully-phmged my ſoul and body into eternal rorments: when 1 was be-j,,, 
-eomie his enemy, mortally hating him, and-to my uemoſt fighting againſt him, | ,,, 
and-eaking parc with his only enemies fin-and Satan nothaving theleaſt]x | 
"houghror defire of reconcilement, bur a'perverſc-and 0bſtimate will, tof y, 
*yefrſt all means rending thereumo: he did redeem me, nor only without, . 
aſking, but even againſt my will z ſo making of me His curſed enemy.a ſer-Þj jo, 
vant;of a ſervant ſon, of a ſon an heir, and cobeir with Chrift, Gal. 4.7. Buth þ, 
'how'have'T requited this fo great , ſo ſoperlarivea mercy ? All my recom-|| ,, 
: yon God's fove unto me, hath been to do that which he hates, ,and to 
-vate thofe whom he loves. | 
Chriſt the fountain of all good is my Lord, - by a manifold right, and I his 
ſervant by all manner of obligations. Firſt, he 1s my Lord by the right of 
' Creation, as bemp his workmanſhip made by him. Secondly, by the right 
| 14 of Redemption, being his purchaſe bought by tim. Thirdly, of Preſerus- 
- WY tion, being kepr, wpheld and maintained by him. Fourthly, this by Voca+ 
[i .Fion, even of his family, having admitted me a member of his wiſible Church, 
\ Fifthly, his alſo (had it not been my own _ by ſan#ification,where- 
| | "by to poſſeſs me. Laſtly, he. would have me of his Court by Glorification, 
| that he might-crown me; fo that I was every way his. God had raiſed 
| me from a beggar to a great eftate : but how did I require him? 1 would 
" nor, if pofſjble, ſuffer a godly and conſcientious Miniſter xo-be ehoſen, or to 
| abide where | had to do; hurto bring in one that would fatter ſin, and 
i fliut belineſſe ; diſcourage the godly, and encourage the wieked, 1 uſed both 
| my own, and-all my fiends utmoſt abiliry. Mach more mighe be mentioned, 
43 | | bur I fear to be rediaus, . : 
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j | Now argre with all the world,and they will corcl14e ghar there'is no vice 
'F: like:ingrat.tude / But Fhave been more in yatcfull-£2 God, then age 
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reſt by rhe beſt Orarer afive. It was horrible ingrarirude in the Fo 
ſhall.urge and drucifie Chriſt, who did them good every way z for he beated 
's Uiheir diſeaſes, fed their bodies, entightned their minds, of God became 
i lived miſerably amongſt them many years, that he might ſve 
for ſouls but they fell ſhore of my ingratieude to God, in that moſt of then 
verehere not in the leaſt ecnvinc'd, that he was the Meſſi ſent from God, 
Chand promiſed from the beginaing. But I have not onely denicd this Lo 
*ar har bonght me, bur | hated him; yea, moſt ſpicefully and maliciouſly 
Thought on Satans , and ſins fide againſt him 3 and perſecuted his children, 
1098Þ.nd the truth with all my __ and all this againſt knowledge and coh- 
mer jence, after ſome meaſure of iſlumination , which cannor be affirmed of 
Oreh he Fews. Yet miſerable wrerch thac I was, if | eould have given him my 
P 39YH3c out Ay ſhould have becn faved by ir, bur he were never the 
er for them. 
SeR.42. Laſtly, to tell you that which is mare ffrange! Notwithſtand- 
dog all this that hath been mentioned, and much more : Yer1 thought wy 
ſelf a good Chriſtian forſooth 3 yea, with that young man in the -Gofpel, E 
thought I bad kept all the Commandments. Nor was I a whit troubled for 
n, cither eriginal or aF#xal-: but my conſcience CO and T wes 
IJatpeace, neither did any fin trouble me, Yea, 1 d applaud my ſelf 
mdf ich that Phariſee, Luke 18.9..to 15. and ſay, Twas not [the other men : 
not once douhting of my ſalvation. I ever refuſed to do what my Maker 
commanded, and yer confidently hoped 16 eſcape what he threatned. Nor did 
I doubt of having Chriſt my Redeemer and Advocate in the next life, when L 
tOf had been a bitter enemy 30 bim and biemembers in thic life. Here wis blind- 
CE EE ries D wer es 
-8 men are, that have only the 3 y if x have 
3th hardened their hearts, and ſeared their conſciences with a cuſtomary y 
m-1 As I could give you for inftance, a large catelogue of rave how fin 
Of hath beſorted men : and what flark fhoks carnal menare in ſpiritual things 7 
' \ be they never ſo wiſe for mundane + Bur leſt it ſhould be ta- 
his | ken for a digreſſion or excurſion, you ſhall haves lift of themby themſelves; 
Of | the which 1 will addeas an _—_ to this Diſcorſeor Dialogue.” In the 
ZR | mean time I have given you abriefof my manifold provocations, —_— 
4+} ingratirude'to my Maker and Redeemer (for otherwiſe | might be endleſle 
4*F. im the proſecution thereof.) It remains that I ſhould -in like manner lay 
<1 © my original defilement 5 which is the fountain whence all the former 
Ro Coherker! ns of commiſſion, or ſin» of oniffion_) do flew, But touching'ir, 
Ny} be pleaſed to peruſe thar ſmall Traf,entiruled, A ſhort and fire way to Grace 
ed and Salvation : Or, Three Fundamental Principles of Chriftian Religion, by 
dy A.T. from pag-4. to pag.10. bas 
wh FSel.43. Looſe Libertine. 1fthis hath-been your caſe, no wonder it hathy 
1d | fartled you y for to deal phinly with you, as yon have done with me 5 
th] whar I have heard from you, makes me alſo tremble. For if ſuch hbeneft 
moral men, thaclive ſo-umeprovablyas you had done, go not to Heaven ; 
+ | what will become of me ? that have been openly profane, and: mtorionly 
wickes all my crime? Yea,iveonrented me nor to de wickedly my —_ 
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"The 'Hearts-Tnden, or SelfRnowrente. 
ſo dawn my own ſou! ; bur I have been the occaſion of drawing huhdyef + 
to Hell with me 3 by ſeducing ſome, and giving ill example co others (of w 
 infeHion of ſinne, being much worſe than thpa#t. ) As how many hav} ox 
\ drawn to be grunkards. :and ſwearers, and whoremangers , arid profane p4 rc 
ſens ? inſemuch, that the blood of ſo many ſouls, as I have drawn awaf an 
will be required at my hands. Yea,my lic hath been ſo debauched and] to 
centious, that 1 have brought a ſcangal upon the Goel, and made ir odio m, 
to the very Turks and Infiael;; Rom. 2:24. EIFS: . | 1 
Convert. Alaſs! what [ did that was morally good, or what (evil T ri 
Fained, was more for ſelf-ends, or for fear of mens Laws, than for love | joc 
Chriſts Goſpel. - True, I went under the hotion of an honeſt man, and | un 
good Chriſtian : I was baptized inco the faith, and made a memiber 4 Ac 
Chriſts viſible Church : but 1 was ſo farre irom endeavouring to perform lov 
what I then promiſed, that in effect I even remunced both Chriſt , and my rh; 


. Baptifme, in perſecucing him, and all that ſmcerely profeſſed his Namg w- 


thinking I did Gd good ſervice therein, Fob. 16. 2. Galat. 1. 13,14. Phil Re 
3.6. Nor was it for want of ignorance, that you thought ſo of me : fol we 
by nature ( be we never ſo milde and gentle ) weareall the ſeed of t 

ſerpent, Gen.3.15. and children of the Devil, John 8.44. Yea, the very c6 
beſt moral man, is but a tame Devil, as Athanaſius well notes. Burirt is { of 


. true Proverb, The blind eat many a flic 5 and all colours are alike to bim tha 


& inthe dark. | | | fot 
Looſe Libertine. So much the worſe is my condition 3 for my confciency m« 
tels me, there is nota word you have ſpoken of your ſelf, bur I can juſtly w' 


ry nr ſame unto my own ſoul, and a great deal more. For whereaſ # 
yo 


have been a moral honeſt man 3; ſo that none except your ſelf, coulq Wt 
tax you for breaking cither Gods Law, or mans : 1 have been ſo wicked ha 
and profaue, thac I could moſt preſumptuouſly, and of fer purpoſe, rakg on: 


. apride in my wickedneſſs, commit it with greedineſſe, ſpeak. for it, defend it le: 


y in it, boaſt of it, tempt and inforct to it 3 yea, mock them that difiked it of 
As if I would ſend challenges into Heaven, and make love to deſtruction] va 
and yet did applaud my ſelf, and preferre my own condition before other} i 
mens : ſaying, I was no diffembler ; yea, I hated the hypocrifie of Pro4 w 
feſſors : I do notjuſtifie my ſelf, and deſpiſe others, like che Puritans :.I] . 


. amnot fa&ious, fchiſmarical, ſingular, cenſorious, oc. I am not rebelti4 5 


ous,nor contentious, like the Browniſts and Anabaptiſis. T am a good fellow Go 
and love an honeſt man with my beart, 8c. and as touching a goad conſcience} fe 
I was never troubled in mind, as many ſcrupulous fools are. I havea g19dÞ 
beart, and mean as well as the preciſeſt. But now I ſee the Devil and-my] 
own decitfull heart deluded meſo ; that my whole life hitherto, hath been] an 
but a dream, and that like a blind man, I was running headlong to Hell, He 
when yer I thought my ſelf in the way to Heaven. Juſt as if a beggar ſhouldſ co 
dream, that he were a King z or as ifa traitor ſhould dream of his beingh /e 
erowned,when indeed he was to be beheaded;the caſe of Laodicea,Rev.3.17 of 
M4 man in the Goel, Luk.18.20.21. and that Phariſee, ſpokenof fo 
1 .Il,1l2, ; ; « A - "fc oof mh" zu%, þ ; 
$edt.44. Convert, It was not your caſe alone, but {o it fares on ; my; 
; Orin * 
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nd The Hewir-lnder, a Self-Knnvledge iy Jl 7 
(4 worſt of finners : Only ir much rejoyees. me, that. it hath pleaſed = 441 
a 4 open your eyes, to ſee all this in your ſelf:. For fleſh and 2573-1 3 $' 


e pf revealed it unto you. , Yea we are naturally ſo blind,and dre end dead in fin” 4 
wal and in ſoul + that we can no more diſcern,our ſpiritual fe neſs, nor feel (in 7 
nd | to be a, burden;rhen a blind Ethiopian can ſee bis own blac Reſr,or then a dead” > 1 
diof' man can feel the weight of 4 burthen, when ir is laid upon him, As 28.27, 

. | T1/4.6-9,10. ; SE, LI 100%; Mt 

IT ni ot this common experience ſhews 5 for if you obſerve it, who morg 
ve {| jocond, confident and ſecure, than the worſt of ſenners? They can ſtruc ir 

nd | ukder ani ufſſupporrable maſſe of Oaths , Blaſphemnies ,” Thefts , Murthers, 
ber 4 Adulteries, Drunkenneſſe, and other the like ſinnes 3. yea can cafily ſwal- 
orm( low theſe Siders wich Mithridates, nd digeſt them too. : when one 
d my rhat is regenerate , ſhrinks under the burden of wandring thoughts , 

amd want of proficiency. But why isit? They are dead mſinne, Ephel: 2, 1. 
Phil Revel. 3.1. Now lay a mountain upon a dead-man, he teels not once the 

: fol werghe. ESE EI Ee 9d oa: Col ME 

F thh Toa Chriſtian that hath the life of grace, the leaſt ſin lies heavy upon the 

very conſcience : but ro him that is dead , ler his fins be as heavy as a mountain 

is | of lead; he feels in them no weight ar all. | FONTS Son 

thal Agairi, they are inſenſihle of their ſinne and danger, becauſe ignerant, 
-| for,for what the eys ſeeth not,the heart ructh nor. Security makes worldlings 
enc{ merry, and therefore are they ſecure, becauſe they are ignorant, A dunce; | 
iftly we know, ſeldom makes doubts : Yea, a fool, ſayes Solomon, boaſteth and | 
reaſ if confident, Pro.14.16. neither do blind men ever blaſh, And the truth is, | 
Ould were it not for pride and ignorance, a w6rld of men would be aſhamed ro 
che have their faces ſeen abroad. For take away from mens minds vain opini 
rakg ons, flatteging hopes, falſe valuations, imaginations, and the like z you, will © 
d it] leave the minds of moſt men and women, bur poer ſhrunken things ;, full ' ;* 
{ ir of melancholly, indiſp)ſition; and wnpleaſing to themſelves. * Ignorancy 1s $ | 
ionf vail or curtain to hide away their fins : whereupon theyare never trouble | 
her} ih conſcience, nof macerated with cares about eternity 3 bur think thar | 
Pro4 will be well, : Coos ont i oe RES 
1 . The Devil and the f:fb propheſie proſperity to ſin,yea life and ſalvation, E 
{ti4 as the Pope promiſed the powder-traitors : but deathand damnation ( which. + 
ow God's ſpirit threatens )will prove thegrop they will reap. For God « rrue,che v9 
ace devil and all feſþ are lars. | Is — EC _ 
19d] When we become regenerate, and forfake finne;then the devil ſtrongly. ; 
my and ſtrangely affauſrs us : as he did Chriſt, when he was newly baptized, x 
cen{ and Pharaoh the children of Iſrgel, wheu they wauld forſTke Egypt 5 aud. 
el, Herod the children, when Chriſt was come to deliver his people. . Whence, 

uld} commonly it comes to paſſe, thar thoſe think beſt of rhemſeJves, that. hawg, 
ing leaſt cauſe ; yea the true Chriſtian, is as fearfull to entertain a good, opinion . { 
.1 7] of himſelf, as che falſe is unwilling to he driven. from ir. [They that have 
10 


Nlore of grace, mourn for che want of is, 3 and. they char indeed want it, 
ehdnt tbeir abundance. | None (o apt to doubr their Adoption, as they that,” i 
. wy be affired of it : nor none niore uſually fear, than they that We | 
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. The Hearts-Index, or Self-Knoylodge, .. 

egteſt cauſe to hope, we fecl corruption, not by corruption, but by grace 3, 
1 therefore the moxe-we feel Our inward corruption, the more grace we 
have. Hs we | | 

" Contraries, the neerer they are to one another, the ſharper is the 
confli& berwixt them Now of all enemies, the ſpirit and the feſh are 
neereſt one ro another , being both in the ſoul of a regenerate man ; 
ahd in all faculties of the ſoul, and in every a#ion that ſpringeth 
from thoſe faculties, The more, grace, the more fpiritual life 3 and 
the more ſpirityal life, the more antipathy to the contrary : whence 
none are ſo ſenſible of corruption, as thoſe. that have the moſt living 
ouls. Pats 
fe Se.45. Now for Remedy of the contrary, there cannot be a better 
leſſen for carnal mento Jearn, than this. All the promiſes of God are condi- 
tibral,ro take place ii we repent; as all the threatnings of God are conditional, 
| Fr But wicked men, a> they believe without 
repenting their faith being meer preſwnption : ſo they repent without belieu- 
ing, their repentance being indeed aeſperation : and:this obſerve,we are caff 
down in the dilappointing of our hopes , in the ſame meaſute, as we were 
roo much lifted up, in expedation of good trom rhem, Whence theſe per- 
emptory prelumers.i(.ever they 1cpent, it is commonly as Francis Spira,an 


,Adwvvcate of Padwa did : and never did any manplcad {0 well for himſel},as 
' be did againſt himſelf. 


ne Starre is much bigger than the Earth, yet ic ſeemes many degrees 
leſſe. It is the nature ot jear, to make dangers greater, helpes leſſe than 
they are. Chriſt hath, promiſed p*ace and reſt unto their ſoules that 1a- 
beur, and are heavy laden; and to thoſe that walke according to Rule, 
Matth.11.29. Gal.6.16. even peace celeſtial in the ftate of grace , and peace 
eternal in the flate of glory. Such therefore as never were diftreſſed in 
conſcience, or live luoſly, never had true peace. Peace is the daughter 
of righteouſneſſe, Rom.5.1. Being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God. 
But he who makes a bridge of his own ſhadow, will be ſure to fall into the 
2: akey. 

Thoſe blocks, that never in their life were moved with Gods threatnings, 
never in any ſt aighr of conſcience, never groaned under the burthen of 
Gods anger ; they have not ſo muchas entred into the porch of this houſe; 
or lift a foot over the threſhold of this ſchool of repentance; Oh! that we 
coule bur ſo much fear the crernal pains, as we doe the temporary ; and 
be but ſo care: ull ro ſave our ſouls trom torment, as our bodies» In the 
mean time, the eaſe of theſe men is fo much the worſe z; by how much 
their fear is the leſlſc 'r faring with the ſou/,as with rhe body: Thoſe diſea- 
ſes,which do take away all ſenſe of pain, are of all others moff deÞerate. As 
the dead-palſcy,the jalling ſickneſſe,the ſleepy-lethargy,&&e. And the patient 
is. moſt dangerouſly fich , when he hath no feeling thereef, In like manner, 
whilſt they ſuppoſe rhemielves ro be free from judgement; they are already 
ſmirrten with the heavieſt of Gods judgements 7 a heart that cannot repene, 
Kome2.5. 2 
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| The Wanes/Hhles, br SOlf-Knywletlge. 
"In a Lethargy, iris vecdſull the patient ſhould be caſt inro a burning Fee- 
wer 3 becauſe the ſenſes are benummred, and this will'wakeh them, and dry 
wp the befotting humours/ So in our dead ſecnriry, before our converſion 0 
God is fain to ler the Law, Sinne,Conſcience;and Saran {oſe upon us; and 
ro kindle the very fire of Hell in our fouls: that fo we 'might be roufed 
out of onr fecorkey : but chouſands of theſe blocks Bath live and depart 
with as great hopes, as men go to aTittery 3 even dreaming of Heaven, un- 
till they awabe in Hell. For they too often die, withour any remorfe 
of conſcience like blocks ;or as an'0x tits in a ditch, Yea, thouſands thir 
Hive tike Laban, dye like Nabal, (which is bur che fame word inverted, 
whileſt others,rhe dear children of God,die in diſtreſſe of conſcience. For 
it is not every good mais hap, ro dielike Anton Ph; Whoſe death was 
after the faſhion, and ſemblance of a kinqlv and pleaſant ſleep. However 
Sr Auftins rule will be ſyre to hold, fHe'cannor de Hide hath hved wel: 
and for the moſt parr, He thar /ives crh/cionably, dies comfortably, and de- 
parreth rich. And ſo you ſee, how it fares with the Wickedeft and warkk 
of men. Wherefore if you are truly ſenſible of your wretchetneſſe : it js 
a good ſign,thar you are in ſome far wardneſſe to be recovercd; and really 
to become ſo good, as formerly you'bur dream'd, or imagined your ſelfzp 
be. Andindeecd the very firft ftepto grace, is to feel the want of grace 3 and 
the next way to receive mercy,is to ſee your ſe e Mctable. Therefore our 
conſtant, and moſt diligent ſearch ſhoald be, to find out the naughtineſ] 
ofgur own hearts ; and to get ſtrength from Go, againſt gur prevailing 
corruptions. | | 
- Seft. 46. Looſe Libertine. But is rhere any hope for oneſs wicked as 
]? who have turned the grace of God into wantonneſſe 3 applyin! Chriſt aſe 
fron as a warrant for my licentioutneſſc,not as a remedy;and raking ha dgatt 
as a licence to ſine. his Crofſe as a Letters-Paterit to do 90 "hicf ASif a man 
ſhould head his drum of rebeltion with biz pardon. For I have moſt ſpiteſully, 
and malicioufly taken up arms againſt my Maker,and fought againſt myRe« 
deemer all my dayes. 


Convert. Do bur unfeignedly repent you of "your ſinnes, and foſoy youy . 
a 


ow duil wayes, and lay hold upon Chriſt by a true and lively faith : my 
oul for yours, God is very ready to forgive them, be they never ſo many, 
and innumerable for multirude z never ſo bainous for quality and magni- 
tude. Yea, Ican ſhew you your pardon from the great. King of Heaven, 
for all that 1s paſt ; rhe which you may reade ar large, I/a. 55.7 Exch. 
18.21. to 29, _—_— Foe! 2.12,13,14. Yea reade, 1 Cor. 6. 10,11, 
rogether with the ſtory of Manaſſes, Mary Magdalen, the Thief, and the 
prodigal Son : and you ſhall fee preſidents thereof. Yea,the very murthererg 
of the Sonn* of God, upon their ſerious and unfained repenrance,and ſied- 

| believing in him , reccived pardon and ſalvation. And indeed deſpair 

a ſinne which never knew Jeſus. True, every ſinne deſerves damnati- 
6h 3 bur no finne ſhall condermne , but the lying and continuing in it. True 
Repentance ks ever bleſt wich forgivenefle And know this , that Gods 
mercy is greater than thy ſmnegwhat ever it be : you cannot be ſo infinite in 
"x0 B. 2 Jinuings 
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Punning, as heis infimte in pardoking, if you repent : yea, fins upon repent- [ble 

; ance areſo remitted, as ifthey had never been committed. Twill put eway [fall 

i; © thy tranſtreſſions 6 a cloud, and thy ſins as a miſt, 114.44-22. And what by call 

| 4 corruption hath been done, by repentance is undone. As the former exam.- | enc 
| 


ples witneſſe. Come and let ws reaſon together, ſaith the Lord, though your | doc 
Jins be as ſcatlet,they ſhall be 4 white as ſnow,Iſa.1.18. Yea whiter than ſnow. [cer 
1} -For the Prophet David, laying open his bloud guiltineſſe, and his original tmm- | wit 
'S f\ Purity, uſeth theſe words : Purge me with Hyſop,and I (hall be clean; waſh | bar 
1 3M me,and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow, Pſal.51.7. And in reaſon,did Chrift come | Ba 
fr . tocallſinnersro repentance? and ſhall he not ſhow mercy to the perutent ? | 1im 
Or, who would not caſt his burthen upon him,that deſires to give eaſe ? As | bra 
F live,” ſaith the Lord , I 'would not the death of a ſinner, Ezekicl 18,32. | the 


it and 33.18, "© ID 
| | hs - Onely, apply not this ſalve, before the Ulcer be ſearched to the bot- | 
is tome: 'Lay not hold upon mercy, untill you be. throughly humbled. The | bei 
i if onely way to become good, is firſt to believe that you are evil: and |Th 
het * by actuſing our ſelves, we prevent Satan : by jadging our ſclves, we pre= | cal 
[hh _— _ tha 
+ ** Are weas fick of ſorrow,as we arc of ſinne? Then may we hopefully go 
T4: to the Phyſician of our ſouls,who came into the world oncly to cure che uk Wit 


-and to give light to them onely, who ſit in darkneſſe, and in the ſhadow of 
death. * God does not pour the oy! of grace, bur intoa broken and .contcirg 
—_— TTY: Ss EW 
 Wouldeſt thow'per,onr of the miſerable eſtate of nature, inte the bleſ. 
ſed eſtate of grace ? and of Satans bond-ſlave. become the childe of Gol, 

and a member of Chriſt ? wouldeſt thou truly know thine own beare ? 
and be very ſenſible how evil and wicked itis ? that ſo thou mayeſt have 
a more humble conceit of thy ſelf? Lay ro heart theſe three particu- 
lars : *1. The cc7ruption of our natdre, by reaſon of Original Sin. 2. Our 
manifold breach of Gods righteous Law, by aftual ſin. 3- The guilt and 
pwniſhment due ro-us for them both. © This being done, thou wile ſee and 
find, thy neceſſity of a Redeemer, And itis thirſt onely that makes us re- 
Iiſh our drink, hunger our meat. The full tomack of a Phariſce, furchar- 
ed with the ſuperthuiries of his own merits, will loath the honey-combe of 
brifts righteouſaeſſe. ' This was it which made the young Prodigal;to reliſh 
even ſervants fare 3 though before wanton, when full fed ar home. No 
more reliſh feels the Phariſaical heart in Chiiſts blzod, than in a chip : Bur 
6 how acceptable is the fountain »f liting waters , to the chaſed Hait panting 
and braying * The blocd of Chriſt to the weary and tired ſoul ; to the thic= 
fly conſcience ſcotched wirh the ſenſe of Gods wrath : He that preſents | 
him'with ir, how welcome is he ? 'even as a ſpecial choiſe man,' one of a 
thouſind. And the deeper the ſenſe of miſery is , rhe ſweeter the ſenſe of, 
ercy 15; EE ens OO | 
"" Seet.a7. Then if you would be ſatisfied for time ro come, whether 
your Repentance and Convertjon be true' and ſound ; Theſe particulars, 
Wall infallibly informe you, If you ſhall perſevere, ( when this og 
big $ ov ſe - # . G y.* . :; 6 : » © 
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. The Hearts-Index, vr Self-Knowledes. a 
ble for finne js over ) in doing that which now you purpoſe, it is an in- 
fall:ble ſigne, your Repentance is ſuund, otherwiſe not. If rhou doſk 
call ro minde the Vow which thou madeſt in Baptiſme, and doeſt thy 
endeavour to performe thar, which then thou didft promiſe. If thou 
doeſt ſquare thy life according to t!ic Rule of God's Word; and nor af+ 
rer the rudiments of the world. If thou art willing to forſake all ſin, 
without reſerving one: ( for otherwiſe that one ſinne, may prove the 
bane of all thy graces: even as Gideon had ſeventy Sonnes, and bur one 
Baſtard : and yer that Baſtard. deſtroyed all the reſt that were Legi- 
timate,. Judges 9.5.) Sinnc is like the Ivy. in the wall; cut off bough, 
branch, body, ſtump ; yet ſome ſtrings or other will Prout ont again : Till 
the root be pluckt up, or the wall be pulled down and ruined, it will nev 
jFRey die. 5-3 2-266 | 

Regeneration, or New-birth, is a creation of new qualities im the ſoul ; as 
being by nature only evil diſpoled-Gods children are known by this mark , 
They walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit, Rom. $.1. 1f Chrift have 
called you to his jervice, your life will appear more ſpiritual and excellent 
than others. 

As for your fails,"tis a ſign that ſin hath nor gained your conſent, but com- 
mitted a rape upon your ſoul,when you cry out to God. If the raviſhed Virgin 
under the Law cried out, ſhe was pronounced guiltleſſe, A ſheep may fall 
into the mire, bur a ſwine delights to wallow in the mire. Great difference be- 
tween a womas that is forced,though ſhe cries our and ſtrives 3 and an allu» 
ring Adultreſſe. 

A pain, the thoughts of the godly are godly, of the wicked,worldly 3 and by 
heſc,good and evil men arc beit,and trulieſt differcnced one from another, 
Would we know our own hearts,and whether they be changed by a ng 

zirrh:;examine we our thoughts,word's,aions,paſions;eſpecially,our hog, 
willinform us; ſor theſe cannot be lubject to hy pocriſie, as words and 
ceds are. 

Seft.48. Then by way of Caution know z that a child may as ſoon create 
t ſelf, as a man in the ſtate of Nature regenerate himſelf, We cannor a& in 

he leaſt, unleſſe God beſtows upon us daily privative grace, to defend us 
rom evil; and daily poſitive grace, enabling us to dagood, And thoſe thar 
re of Chriſts teaching, know both from the Word,and by exferience,that of 
hemſelves chey are not only weak , bur even dead to what is good, moving 
jo more than they are nzgved ; that their belt gorks are faulty, all their fins 
eadly, all their natares corrupted originally. Tou hath he quickned, that were. 
ead in tyefþaſſes and ſins, pheſ.2.1; Yea, weare altogether ſo dead in ſin, 
1at we cannot ſtir the leaſt joynt, no not ſo much as feel our own deadneſs,' 
or deſire lije,cxcept God be pleaſed to raiſe and reſtore our ſouls; from the 
eath of ſin,and grave of long cuftome, to the life of g1ace. Apr we are toall 
vil,bur reprobate and indiſpoſed to all grace and goodneſſe z yeazto all the 
Mcans thereof. | 


My powers are all corrupt, corrupt my will : 
Marble to good, but wax to what is ill, 


Infomuch 
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Inſomnch, that we are not ſufficient of our ſelves 79 thinbe , winch lefſe th 

' . Irabe, leaſt of all ro doe char which is good, 2 Cor. 3. 5. John 15. 4, 5 in 

f we have power to chu'e or refiſe the Objet; to doe theſe well- wthic 

have no power. We have ability, we have wil! enough tos undoe our, 

ſelves, ſcope enough hell-ward ; bur neither motion nor will to do good * , 

'F i! chat _=_ be purinto us by him that gives both power and will, and power 
| Bib fo will. ; 

| 2 Finally, Each ſanAtified heart feels this, but no words are able ſuffcidaq, 

| I ently ro expreſſe, what impotent wretches weare, when we zre not ſu 


4 


8 |; Nained. So thar we have ho txerit;, but the mercy of God to ſave us : nothing - 
4- but the blood of Chrift, and his metizrion to cleanſe and redeem ws : nothingy, 
bur his obedience to enrich w. As for our good works, we are aftogetherbeJ;; 
holding ro God for them,nor God to us, nor we to our ſelves : becauſe theyly,; 
arc only his works in us. ſhe 
\ ; Whatlocver thou art,thou oweſt to him that made thee : what ever thow af 
—— - haſt, thou ow-ſ} ro him that redeemed thee. Therefore if we do any thing aJof 
miſs,ler us accuſe owr ſelves : if any thing well;let us give all the praiſe to GodJ;h; 
And indeed, this is the teſt of a true or falſe Religion : that which reacherhſth, 
us to #xalt God moſt, and moſt to depreſſe our ſelves is the true : that whichſof 
dorh moſt prank up our (elves, and detraft from God, is the falſe, as Bona, 
belture well notes, ' bh 
Se#.49. Now to winde up witha word of Exhortationz if thou beeflf ;j, 
comvinced, and reſolveſt upon a new courſe 3 let thy reſolution be per# 
emptory and conſtant; and rake heed you harden nor again, as Pharaoh, ſeq 
tht -11.iſtims, the Toung man in the Goſpel, Pilate and Judas did ; reJqc 
ſemblenotche ir », which is no lotger ſoft, than itis in rhe firez for thatſ (e, 
( faith Gregory ) will do vs 1 good,, which is not made good by perſe- pe 
ance, f with theſe premonirions, the Spirit hath vouchſafed to ſtir] px 
ap in thine heart ahy 200d motions; and holy purpoſes to obey God, inf þ, 
letting thy fins go; Quer ch not, grieve not the Spirit, 1 Theſl.5.19. Re-[ 
Barn not with the D:g 1 hy writ 3 left thy later end prove ſeven-fold worſe\ q; 
than thy beginning, Matth.12.43,45. Oh itis a fearſull thing to receive the y, 
grace of God in vain! and a deſperate thing, being warned of a R5cÞ , wil-ſ ( 
y to caſt our ſelves upon it. ' Neither let Satan periwade you to defer} yr 
your repentance; no, not an hour z leſt your reſ»ſution proves as a falſe 
conception, Which never comes to bearing. Befides,death may be ſuddenz] þ- 
_ the [caſt of a thonſand #hings can kill yau, and give you no leiſure tof ,, 
WE 7. fick. ; .I'w 
4 - Thirely,If thon wilt be ſafe from evil works.avoid the occaſions; have no] yy 
Wes fdlowſhip with rhe workers of iniquity : neither ſear their {coffs; for his} T 
be fure of,if your perion and wayes pleaſe 'God,the world will be diÞleaſed] nc 
Wie : with both ; if God be your fFrend, men will be your enemres : if rhey exer-f ;þ 
'2'Þ ciſe their malice,it js where he ſhews mercy. But take heed of lofing Geds} ar 


118 favour to keep theirs. : je = 
Wi: / Beda tells of a Great man, that was admoniſhed by hy ſriends inf ,, 
| his - ſickneſſe to repent : who anſwered , He would nor yet oo re 
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(| br Hearts-Index, or Self-Knowledge, _ 
Ne thnar if he ſhould recover, his friends and companions would laugh ar 
4» Shim : bur growing ſicker and ſicker, they again preſt him : bur them 

|- whhis anſwer was,that ic was now to0 late ; for I am judged and condemned / 
e of ready. 

" A man cannot be a Nathanatl, in whoſe heart there is no guile , but the 

orld counts him a foo/, Bur Chriſt ſayes, Ve1ily except ye be converted and . 
| Þecome as little children , ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdome of Heaven 
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ficiWatth.18.3, ; 

X12] Again, Satan and your deceitfull heart will ſuggeſt unto you, that 
- Religious life, is a dumpiſh and melancholly life : but holy Dawd will tell 
thing 


ou, That light is ſowne to the righteous , and joy to the upright, Vial. 99.11. 
rbeqiſa.65.14. And expericnce tells, that earthly and bedily jryes, are bur the 
theybody, or rather the dregs of that j1y, which Gods people fecl and are ravir 
ſhed with. As Oh the calme , and quictneſle of a good conſcience ! the 
thowaſlurance of the pardon of ſinne, and joy of the Holy Ghoſt, the honeſty 
Ng aJof a virtuous ms holy life, how ſweer they are! Yea,even Plato an Hea- 
Godthen could fay ; That if Wiſdome and Virtue could bur repreſent ir (elf ra 
hethſthe eyes 3 it would ſet the heart on fire with the love of it. And the like 
hicfof a ſmners ſadneſſe, as hear what Seneca fayes ; If there were 'no God 
nA to puniſh him, no Devil to torment him, no Hell to burne him, no man to ſes 
him; yet would he not ſinne, for the uglineſſe and filthineſle of finne,and 
eenqf the guile and fadneſle of his conſcience. Bur experience is the beſt infor- 
Per mer ; wherefore take the counſell of holy David, Pſal.34.8. O rafte and 
a"Þ,) ſee ! that the Lord is good : bleſſed i the man that rruſteth in him. To which' 
TE accordeth thar of holy Bernard, Good art thou, O Lord, to the foul thax 
thatl ſceks thee. what art thou then, to the ſoul thar finds thee ? As 1 may ap= 
1/e-l peal to any mans conſcience, that hath been ſoftned with the Un&ion of _ 
ſtir} prace ; and truly taſted of the powers of the world to come 3 to him that 
» MI hath the /ove of God ſhed abroad in his heart by the holy Ghoft : whether his 
whole life be not a perpetual Hallelujah, in compariſon of his nacural con» 
orſe\ dition z Whencethey are able to ſlight all ſuch obje&ions, as he did. 
the( You tell me that ſcrupling of ſmall marrers, is bur ſtumbling ac ſtrays, 
wil-l that they be bur trifles : when I know your reygue ean tell nothing bur 
efer] truth, I willbclieve yoy, 
alſe] Fifthly, Beg of God Shar he will giveyou a new heart, and when the 
enzf heart is changed ; all the members will follow afte1 it, as the reſt of the 
* ON creatures after the Sun,whenit ariſeth. Bur without a work upon the hearr 
- | wrought by the Spirit of God, it will follow irs own inclinarion to that 
NO] which it affetterti 3 whatſoever the judgement ſhall ſay ro the contrary : 
his] Thar muſt be firſt reformed, which was firſt deformed. It js idle, and ro 
no purpole to purge the channe/,, when the fourtain is corrupt. Whence 
er-1 the Apoſtic orderly bids us, firft,s Be renewed in the Firit of our mindes 3 
| and then, Let him that ſtole, ſtea! no more, Epheſ.4.23,24. Yea it is Gods 
own counſcl ro the men of Feruſalem, Jer. 4. Waſh thine heart from wick- 
edneſſe : that they mayeſt be ſaved, ver.14. It js moſt ridiculous to apply 
h remedies to the outward parts, when the differmper lies in the omack. 
10 
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"To.What purpvſc is ir to 
_ ofthe tree, when the root wan! og remain inthe earth? As eur off 
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"meſle, for that you and 1, are not at this preſent fying in Hell flames, 


_ Jing to God, nor profitab/e tou 3 both for the procuring of the good we want, 
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crop off the top of weeds, or hp off 


the ſprig of a Tree, it grows ſtill; a bough, an arme, till ic grows; 
lop off thetop; yea, ſaw it in. the midd'ſt, yer ir will grow again; 
ſtock it up by the roots, then (and uot ill chen ) ic will grow no more; 
whence it is that God” faith; Give me thine heart, Prov.23.26. Great 
Cities once expunged; the dorpes and villages will ſoon come in of them- 
ſelves : the-beart is the treaſury and ſtare-houſe of wickedneſle, Mat. 12.44 
fach as che hearts, ſuch are the aions of the body. which proceed from 
ic, Waith.12.35. Therefore as Chriſt ſaith, Mabe clean within, ang all will 
be clean, otherwiſe not, Matth.23.25. Therefore Davids prayer 1s,Create 
in me anew heart, O Lord, and y:new a right Spirit within me, Pſal.51.10. 
do thou the like, imporrune him for grace ; that you may firmly reſolve, 
ſpecdily begin, and continually perſevere, in doing and ſuffering his holy 
will : defirc him to informe and reforme you fo, that you may neither miſe 
believe nor m1ſ-live z to change and urtke your natare, ſubdue your reaſon, 
redifie your judgement; reform and ſtrengrhen your will, renew your affe&i- 
ens,and beat down in you, whatſoever ſtands in oppoſition to the Scepter of 
Feſus Chriſt. : 

Sixthly and laſtly ; If you reccjveany power againſt your former cor- 
ruptions ; forget not to-be thankefull, yea ftudy all pothble thankfull- 


never to bt freed 3 that we have the offer of grace bere, and glory here- 
after 5 it is his unſpeakable goodnefle. And there is nothing more pled- 


2r-continaing the good we have; than thankfulneſſe. He will ſow there, 

*Cand there onely ) plenty of his blefſings., where he is ſure to reap plenty of 
ths and ſervice. But who will ſow rhoſe barren ſands, where rhey are 

enot only ro be without all hope of a good harveſt 3 but are ſure wo loſe 
their jeed and labrur'? Confrder what hath been ſaid, and the Lord give 

wpderftanding in all things. | ; 

"Ad ſo much for the Second Part. An Appendix follows : wherein you 
einſtancecs of all ſorts, how Sin beſots men. 
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London, Primed by A.M.and arc to be ſold (with two and thirty other 
the like Pieces, compoſed by the lame Author) by James Crump in 
Lictle Bartholomews Well-yard, Henry Cripps in Popes-bead Al- 
ley, and Thomas Parkhurſt Bookſeller over againſt che 
great Conduit at the lower enil of Cheapſide,16 59. 
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